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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿΚ 
 
 Release Version 1.007 

¶ Added showZeroProducts option to category, parent and brand XML. 

 
 Release Version 1.006 

¶ Important notice added about the XML URL. 

¶ Last valid release for URL http://secure.helcim.com/xml/ new releases will only be for 
http://xml.helcim.com/. 

¶ Secure XML environment has been disabled. 

¶ Updated product XML structure to return brand id and name. 

¶ Added brand option to product XML to pull products with a specific brand. 

¶ Added brand XML structure information. 
 

 Release Version 1.005 

¶ Updated category XML structure to return parent category information. 
 

 Release Version 1.004 

¶ Updated product XML structure to return the category name as well as id. 

¶ Updated product XML structure to return addedToCart and purchased statistics. 

¶ AddŜŘ ƴŜǿ άǊŀƴŘƻƳέ ƻǊŘŜǊ.ȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ·a[Φ 

¶ Added new orderBy fields to the product XML options: addedToCart and purchased. 

¶ Added scripting language version information for the code samples. 
 

 Release Version 1.003 

¶ Initial release. 

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/
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*** IM PORTANT NOTICE *** 
 
A new sub-domain has been added to access the XML feature: http://xml.helcim.com/. It is recommended that 
you update all XML links in your code to the new URL. This will ensure that your site will experience minimal, if 
any, downtime during server upgrades. For the time being the secure HTTPS version of the XML has been 
disabled. It will be re-enabled in future releases. 
 
The previous URL (http://secure.helcim.com/xml/) will remain active however there will be no new updates to 
this version. This document (version:  1.006) will be last valid document for the previous URL. If this URL no longer 
becomes valid, we will provide you with ample time to switch URLs and will not remove it until all merchants are 
ready.

http://xml.helcim.com/
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/
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Introduction 

 
The Helcim Virtual Store remote access XML feature allows you to easily display your product catalogue on your 
own website without having to maintain two databases. Changes made in your virtual store will automatically be 
updated on your own website. 
 
The XML feature allows you to get listings of: products, events, categories, parent categories, product options and 
your store details. This can be done in a standard HTTP environment and in the future secure HTTPS will also be 
available. 
 

Purpose of This Document 
 
The purpose of this document is to outline the basic functionality of the remote access feature. In particular it will 
give information on the XML structure and how to access the XML files. 
 

Useful Links 
 
If you would like to obtain more information on the XML specification you can visit:     http://www.w3.org/XML/ 
For information on parsing XML in PHP 5 visit: http://ca.php.net/manual/en/ref.simplexml.php 
For PHP 4:     http://ca.php.net/manual/en/ref.xml.php 
For ASP.NET:     http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.xml.aspx 
 

Requirements 
 
In order to use the remote access feature a general understanding of XML, as well as a server-side scripting 
language (such as: PHP, ASP or JSP) is required. Since the XML is located on our servers Javascript will not be 
sufficient as it will not allow you to load a file from a different domain. 
 
However, if live updates are not a requirement, it is possible to copy the XML and save it locally; in which case you 
would be able to load the file using Javascript. 
 

How it Works 
 
The remote access feature allows you to get an XML listing from our servers through a script on your own site. 
Our server will reply back with the XML file that you requested, which you can in turn use to display information 
on your site. 
 
For example, if you wanted to get a listing of all of the products in your product catalogue: 
 

1. In your scripting language of choice connect to: 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=your_merchant_id&token=your_xml_token 

2. The response back will be an XML file with your requested information. 
3. Parse the XML and display the information on your website. 

http://www.w3.org/XML/
http://ca.php.net/manual/en/ref.simplexml.php
http://ca.php.net/manual/en/ref.xml.php
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.xml.aspx
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=your_merchant_id&token=your_xml_token
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XML Links 
 
There is a different URL to access each different type of listing. The URLs are: 
  

Products    http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php 
 Events   http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php 
 Categories  http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php 
 Parent Categories http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php 
 Product Options http:// xml.helcim.com/optionXML.php 
 Store Details  http:// xml.helcim.com/storeDetailsXML.php 
 

XML Options 
 
These XML links also have extra options in the form of GET variables, some of which are mandatory. Options can 
ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦w[Φ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ·a[ ǉǳŜǊȅΥ 
  
 http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=your_merchant_id 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦w[ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ΨΚΩΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ΨϧΩΥ 
  
 http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=your_merchant_id&token=your_xml_token 
 
There are two options that are mandatory for every XML request you send. They are: merchant and token. 
Merchant is simply your merchant id, which is the same number you use to login to your Helcim account. Token is 
your XML token that needs to be generated in your Virtual Store before you can access the XML files. This token 
ensures that ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉǳƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀǘ 
anytime. Keep in mind that after your site is set up, if you change your XML token you will need to change your 
scripts so that they use the new token. 
 
To generate your XML token: 
 

1. Login to your Helcim Virtual Store. 
2. /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨwŜƳƻǘŜ !ŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ-hand menu. 
3. .ȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ·a[ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΦ /ƘŜŎƪ Ψ9ƴŀōƭŜ ·a[ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ Ψ{ŀǾŜ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΩΦ 
4. An XML token will be generated for you. This is what you will put for the token option in any XML request 

you send. 
 

XML Link Generator 
 
The XML link generator was a tool developed to help you get the XML information that you need. The tool allows 
you to easily create a new XML link with all the necessary information already included. The XML link generator is 
located in the Remote Access section of the Virtual Store. Its interface is very straight-forward. Simply choose 
what type of XML file you would like generated, and then choose the options you would like and cliŎƪ ΨDŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ 
·a[ΩΦ An XML link will be created for you to copy & paste into your code.

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/optionXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/storeDetailsXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=your_merchant_id
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=your_merchant_id&token=your_xml_token
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Pictures 
 
The product XML, event XML and store details XML files all return pictures that you have uploaded to your 
account. These pictures are stored on our servers, but can be displayed on your site. The XML files will return the 
picture name you will need to add any prefix you want and the picture directory. 
 

Product pictures are located in:  http://s ecure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/products/ 
 Event pictures are located in:  http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/events/ 
 Your store logo is located in:  http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/logo/ 
 

Custom Images 
 
Custom images allow you to set custom image sizes for the product and event pictures you upload to your 
account. When adding a custom size you will be asked to input a prefix for your pictures. You can then add this 
prefix to the pictures pulled from the XML file in the form of: <picture directory> + <prefix> + <picture>.  
 
If you need custom sized pictures for your site your custom image size should be set before you begin adding 
products or events to your store. Otherwise you will have to re-upload your pictures. 
 
To add a custom image size: 
 

1. Login to your Helcim Virtual Store. 
2. /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ Ψ/ǳǎǘƻƳ LƳŀƎŜǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ-hand menu. 
3. Enter a prefix for this image size, the size, and whether or not you want to force the image to be resized 

or if it should keep its ratio. 
4. /ƭƛŎƪ Ψ!ŘŘ bŜǿ {ƛȊŜ tǊŜǎŜǘΩ 

 

http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/products/
http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/events/
http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/logo/
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Coding Practices 
 
Regardless of which scripting language you choose, there are few recommendations we have to maintain the 
security and ease of use of your scripts. 
 
CƛǊǎǘΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ·a[ ǘƻƪŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ƻǊ Ǉŀǎǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 
GET variable in a URL. Doing so will allow others to potential obtain a list of your product catalogue or any other 
information available through the remote access feature. If you would like to allow others to have access to your 
ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ-by-case basis so that you 
always know where your information is being displayed. 
 
Secondly, we recommend that you store your merchant ID and token in a separate include file that all of your 
scripts can access. If you are developing a Helcim store for a third-party, this will allow you to create your own 
Helcim XML library that can be re-used for your next client. As well, if you find that someone is using your XML 
without your knowledge the easiest way to solve the problem is to generate a new XML token. Having the token 
stored in a separate script allows you to easily update all of your scripts if you ever need to change your token. 
 
.Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ άƛƴŎƭǳŘŜέ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻŘŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜ 
samples, simply enter your merchant ID and token and save as XmlVariables.php and place the file in the 
directory where you will be running the samples. 
 

Code Sample XmlVariables.php ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Merchant Id 
$merchantId = "your_merchant_id"; 
// XML Token 
$token = "your_xml_token"; 
?> 

 
About the Code Samples 
 
All PHP 5 code samples were coded and tested in PHP 5.2.1 and may not work in earlier or later releases of PHP. 
 

Extra Help 
 
If at any time you require further assistance with the Remote Access feature please visit: 
http://secure.helcim.com/support/ for the latest documentation, or visit the contact page at: 
http://secure.helcim.com/support/contactus.php and give us a call or email.

http://secure.helcim.com/support/
http://secure.helcim.com/support/contactus.php
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Product XML Structure 
 

URL:   http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php 
  
 Picture Location: http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/products/ 
  
 Required Fields:  merchant, token 
 Optional Fields:  orderBy, orderDir, category, brand, option, product 

 

Required Fields 
 
merchant ς Your merchant id. This is the same id you use to login to the Helcim secure area. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000 

 
token This is the XML token from the Remote Access section of your virtual store. It must be generated before 
any XML requests can be performed. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i 

 

Optional Fields 
 
orderBy ς This option allows you to set in what order your products will be returned. Possible choices for this file 
are: name, price, addedToCart, purchased and random. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=price 

 
orderDir ς This option allows you to set the sorting direction whether ascending (asc) or descending (desc). 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=price&orderDir=desc 

 
category ς This option allows you to pull products from a specific category by entering the category id. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&category=1 

 
brand ς This option allows you to pull products with a specific brand by entering the brand id. 
Example 
http://xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&brand=1 

 
option ς This option allows you to pull products that have a specific option. For example, if you sold clothing and 
ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƛȊŜέ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƛȊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ōȅ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ id here. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&option=1 

 
product ς This option allows you to pull only a specific product by id. Since it is only pulling a single product, all 
other optional fields will be ignored. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&product=1020

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/products/
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=price
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=price&orderDir=desc
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&category=1
http://xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&brand=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&option=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/productXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&product=1020
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Product XML Example 

<?xml version="1.0"?> 
<products> 
 <product> 
  <id>11093</id> 
  <category> 
   <id>46</id> 
   <name>Test Category 1</name> 
  </category> 
  <brand> 
   <id>10</id> 
   <name>Test Brand 1</name> 
  </brand> 
  <name>Product 1</name> 
  <price>10.00</price> 
  <description>Test product number one.</description> 
  <freeShipping>0</freeShipping> 
  <inStock>1</inStock> 
  <addedToCart>5</addedToCart> 
  <purchased>1</purchased> 
  <pictures> 
   <main>102323021195695468.jpg</main> 
   <picture>102323021195695513.jpg</picture> 
  </pictures> 
  <options> 
   <optionGroup> 
    <name>Group One</name> 
    <option>Option Two</option> 
    <option>Option One</option> 
   </optionGroup> 
  </options> 
 </product> 
</products> 

 

Code Sample #1 ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Display product information 
include 'XmlVariables.php'; // contains $merchant and $token variables for easy updating 
 
// Product XML location 
$HelcimProductXML = "http://xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant={$merchant}&token={$token}"; 
 
// Load the product XML and create a new SimpleXML object 
$Xml = simplexml_load_file($HelcimProductXML); 
 
// To loop through multiple products 
foreach ($Xml->product as $Product) 
{ 
 // Display product id 
 echo "<p>Product Id: ".$Product->id."<br />"; 
 // Display product name 
 echo "Product Name: ".$Product->name."<br />"; 
 // Display product Price 
 echo "Product Price: ".$Product->price."<br /></p>"; 
} 
?> 
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Code Sample #2 ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Display main picture of the first product 
include 'XmlVariables.php'; // contains $merchant and $token variables for easy updating 
 
// Product XML location 
$HelcimProductXML = "http://xml.helcim.com/productXML.php?merchant={$merchant}&token={$token}"; 
 
// Product pictures directory 
$PictureDirectory = "http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/products/"; 
 
// Thumbnail prefix 
$Prefix = "tn"; 
 
// Load the product XML and create a new SimpleXML object 
$Xml = simplexml_load_file($HelcimProductXML); 
 
// Display product thumbnail, click on thumbnail to open full-size 
$Picture = $Xml->product[0]->pictures->main; 
echo "<a href='".$PictureDirectory.$Picture."'><img src='".$PictureDirectory.$Prefix.$Picture."'></a>"; 
?> 
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Event XML Structure 
 

 URL:   http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php 
   
 Picture Location: http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/events/ 
 
 Required Fields:  merchant, token 
 Optional Fields:  orderBy, orderDir, event, showExpired 

 

Required Fields 
 
merchant ς Your merchant id. This is the same id you use to login to the Helcim secure area. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000 

 
token ς This is the XML token from the Remote Access section of your virtual store. It must be generated before 
any XML requests can be performed. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i 

 

Optional Fields 
 
orderBy ς This option allows you to set in what order your events will be returned. Possible choices for this file 
are: name, dateTime and random. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name 

 
orderDir ς This option allows you to set the sorting direction whether ascending (asc) or descending (desc). 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc 

 
event ς This option allows you to pull a specific event by entering the event id. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&event=1 

 
showExpired ς This option allows you to pull expired events (showExpired=1). 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showExpired=1 

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/merchant/pictures/events/
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&event=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/eventXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showExpired=1
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Event XML Example 
<?xml version="1.0"?> 
<events> 
 <event> 
  <id>23</id> 
  <name>Event One</name> 
  <description>Test event one.</description> 
  <date>2007-12-21 23:00:00</date> 
  <address> 
   <line1>Unit 555, 10 Street</line1> 
   <line2>Green Ville, A1A 2B2</line2> 
  </address> 
  <contact>support@helcim.com</contact> 
  <sellingStarts>2007-11-22 01:00:00</sellingStarts> 
  <sellingEnds>2007-12-21 01:00:00</sellingEnds> 
  <tickets> 
   <ticket> 
    <name>General</name> 
    <price>10.00</price> 
    <available>100</available> 
   </ticket> 
  </tickets> 
 </event> 
</events> 

 

Code Sample #1 ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Display event information 
include 'XmlVariables.php'; // contains $merchant and $token variables for easy updating 
 
// Event XML location 
$HelcimEventXML = "http://xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant={$merchant}&token={$token}"; 
 
// Load the event XML and create a new SimpleXML object 
$Xml = simplexml_load_file($HelcimEventXML); 
 
// To loop through multiple events 
foreach ($Xml->event as $Event) 
{ 
 // Display event id 
 echo "<p>Event Id: ".$Event->id."<br />"; 
 // Display event name 
 echo "Event Name: ".$Event->name."<br /></p>"; 
} 
?> 

 

Code Sample #2 ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Display event information 
include 'XmlVariables.php'; // contains $merchant and $token variables for easy updating 
 
// Event XML location 
$HelcimEventXML = "http://xml.helcim.com/eventXML.php?merchant={$merchant}&token={$token}"; 
 
// Load the event XML and create a new SimpleXML object 
$Xml = simplexml_load_file($HelcimEventXML); 
 
// Loop through tickets of the first event 
foreach ($Xml->event[0]->tickets->ticket as $Ticket) 
{ 
 // Display ticket name 
 echo "<p>Ticket Name: ".$Ticket->name."<br />"; 
 // Display ticket price 
 echo "Ticket Price: ".$Ticket->price."<br />"; 
 // Display number of tickets still available 
 echo "Tickets Available: ".$Ticket->available."<br /></p>"; 
} 
?> 
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Category XML Structure 
 

 URL:   http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php 
   
 Required Fields:  merchant, token 
 Optional Fields:  orderBy, orderDir, parent, category, productOption, showZeroProducts 

 

Required Fields 
 
merchant ς Your merchant id. This is the same id you use to login to the Helcim secure area. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000 

 
token ς This is the XML token from the Remote Access section of your virtual store. It must be generated before 
any XML requests can be performed. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i 

 

Optional Fields 
 
orderBy ς This option allows you to set in what order your categories will be returned. Possible choices for this 
file are: name. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name 

 
orderDir ς This option allows you to set the sorting direction whether ascending (asc) or descending (desc). 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc 

 
parent ς This option allows you to pull categories from a specific parent category by entering the parent category 
id. 
Example 
http:/ / xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&parent=1 

 
category ς This option allows you to pull a specific category by entering the category id. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&category=1 

 
productOption ς This option allows you to get the number of products in a category that have a certain product 
option. This is useful when pulling products by option. This option can be used in conjunction with any other 
option. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&productOption=1 

 
showZeroProducts ς This option allows you to hide categories that do not contain any products. By default all 
categories will be shown. 
Example 
http://xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showZeroProducts=0 

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&parent=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&category=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&productOption=1
http://xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showZeroProducts=0
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Category XML Example 
<?xml version="1.0"?> 
<categories> 
 <category> 
  <id>46</id> 
  <name>Test Category 1</name> 
  <description>A test category.</description> 
  <parentCategory> 
   <id>17</id> 
   <name>Parent Category 1</name> 
  </parentCategory> 
  <numberOfProducts>2</numberOfProducts> 
 </category> 
</categories> 

 

Code Sample #1 ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Display category information 
include 'XmlVariables.php'; // contains $merchant and $token variables for easy updating 
 
// Category XML location 
$HelcimCategoryXML = "http://xml.helcim.com/categoryXML.php?merchant={$merchant}&token={$token}"; 
 
// Load the category XML and create a new SimpleXML object 
$Xml = simplexml_load_file($HelcimCategoryXML); 
 
// To loop through multiple categories 
foreach ($Xml->category as $Category) 
{ 
 // Display category id 
 echo "<p>Category Id: ".$Category->id."<br />"; 
 // Display category name 
 echo "Category Name: ".$Category->name."<br /></p>"; 
} 
?> 
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Brand XML Structure 
 

 URL:   http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php 
   
 Required Fields:  merchant, token 
 Optional Fields:  orderBy, orderDir, brand, productOption, showZeroProducts 

 

Required Fields 
 
merchant ς Your merchant id. This is the same id you use to login to the Helcim secure area. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000 

 
token ς This is the XML token from the Remote Access section of your virtual store. It must be generated before 
any XML requests can be performed. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i 

 

Optional Fields 
 
orderBy ς This option allows you to set in what order your brands will be returned. Possible choices for this file 
are: name. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name 

 
orderDir ς This option allows you to set the sorting direction whether ascending (asc) or descending (desc). 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc 

 
brand ς This option allows you to pull a specific brand by entering the brand id. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&brand=1 

 
productOption ς This option allows you to get the number of products with a certain brand that have a certain 
product option. This is useful when pulling products by option. This option can be used in conjunction with any 
other option. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&productOption=1 
 

showZeroProducts ς This option allows you to hide brands that do not contain any products. By default all brands 
will be shown. 
Example 
http://xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showZeroProducts=0 

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&brand=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&productOption=1
http://xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showZeroProducts=0
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Brand XML Example 
<?xml version="1.0"?> 
<brands> 
 <brand> 
  <id>10</id> 
  <name>Test Brand 1</name> 
  <description>A test brand.</description> 
  <logo>101199839327logo.jpg</description> 
  <numberOfProducts>2</numberOfProducts> 
 </brand> 
</brands> 

 

Code Sample #1 ς (php 5) 
<?php 
// Display brand information 
include 'XmlVariables.php'; // contains $merchant and $token variables for easy updating 
 
// Brand XML location 
$HelcimBrandXML = "http://xml.helcim.com/brandXML.php?merchant={$merchant}&token={$token}"; 
 
// Load the brand XML and create a new SimpleXML object 
$Xml = simplexml_load_file($HelcimBrandXML); 
 
// To loop through multiple brands 
foreach ($Xml->brand as $Brand) 
{ 
 // Display brand id 
 echo "<p>Brand Id: ".$Brand->id."<br />"; 
 // Display brand name 
 echo "Brand Name: ".$Brand->name."<br /></p>"; 
} 
?> 
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Parent Category XML Structure 
 

 URL:   http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php 
   
 Required Fields:  merchant, token 
 Optional Fields:  orderBy, orderDir, parent, productOption, showZeroProducts 

 

Required Fields 
 
merchant ς Your merchant id. This is the same id you use to login to the Helcim secure area. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000 

 
token ς This is the XML token from the Remote Access section of your virtual store. It must be generated before 
any XML requests can be performed. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i 

 

Optional Fields 
 
orderBy ς This option allows you to set in what order your parent categories will be returned. Possible choices for 
this file are: name. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name 

 
orderDir ς This option allows you to set the sorting direction whether ascending (asc) or descending (desc). 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc 

 
parent ς This option allows you to pull a specific parent category by entering the parent category id. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&parent=1 

 
productOption ς This option allows you to get the number of products in a parent category that have a certain 
product option. This is useful when pulling products by option. This option can be used in conjunction with any 
other option. 
Example 
http:// xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&productOption=1 

 
showZeroProducts ς This option allows you to hide parents that do not contain any products. By default all 
parents will be shown. 
Example 
http://xml .helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showZeroProducts=0 

http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&orderBy=name&orderDir=desc
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&parent=1
http://secure.helcim.com/xml/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&productOption=1
http://xml.helcim.com/parentXML.php?merchant=10001000&token=1a2b3c4d5e6f7g8h9i&showZeroProducts=0



